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brought her there. "Have you been having nice dreams?" Pao said,
laughing. "You should, for I have found a lady for you who is like
a goddess in exile in this mortal world and who, moreover, cares
nothing for wealth and jewels but only for talent and romance. She
is exactly suited to you, Shih-lang."1
On hearing this, Yi became light of body and spirit and jumped
for joy. He took Pao's hand in his and thanked her, saying that
he was forever her willing slave. When he asked the lady's name
and where she lived, Pao answered, "She is the youngest daughter
of the late Prince Huo by his favorite handmaid Chingchih, and
her father doted upon her. Her name is Hsiaoyii. When the prince
died, her brothers paid scant consideration to her because of her
lowly origin, but gave her some money and sent her out of the
palace with her mother. Few know that she is the daughter of a
prince, but her beauty and carriage are such as I have never seen
in my life, and in such matters as music and verse and calligraphy
she can boast accomplishment in all. A few days ago her mother
asked me to look out for a nice young man who would be suited
to her in nature and accomplishments, and I told her all about
you, Shih-lang. She too has heard of your reputation and was
gready pleased with my proposal. They live in the Ancient Mon-
astery Lane in the Shengyeh quarter. I have made an appointment
for you for tomorrow at noon. If you go to the head of the lane at
the appointed time, you will be met by a maid servant named
Kueitzu."
After Pao's departure, Yi began his preparations for the meet-
ing. He sent his page Chiuhung to his cousin Mr. Shang, a coun-
selor to the prefect of the Metropolitan District, and borrowed
from him a black charger with a bridle of gold. That evening
he bathed and trimmed his face and put on his best clothes and
was so excited at his prospects that he slept not at all that night.
In the morning he put on his hat and studied himself a long
while in the mirror for fear that he might prejudice his cause
by not presenting himself at his best. The noon hour was almost
upon him before he realized it and so he ordered his horse and
1 Tenth young master.